
 

 

 

 

 

  

Discussion Questions 



 

 

Discussion Questions for Late Summer Monarch 

1. Darby wonders how she could live in Burke her whole life and miss so much. Have you 

ever experienced this in your everyday life? 

2. Darby says time is measured by the high school sports calendar in the small town of 

Burke. How do you measure time? 

3. How does Keaton’s quest for popularity change him? 

4. Crazy Rainey talks with Darby about inner and outer layers when they are stripping wall 

paper off the walls. She says, “The more time you spend with a person, the more layers 

you discover.” Describe the layers you see in someone close to you.  

5. Darby makes the following statement about child abuse. “Where were the posters 

protecting endangered children? I saw the dirty face, the ragged clothes, the lice-infested 

hair, the thief. Not exactly a cute polar bear cub tugging at my heart. The face of abuse 

was more like a bearded vulture. Ugly.” What does she mean? 

6. How does Hallelujah add comic relief to a difficult subject? 

7. How does Darby’s view of Peyton change? 

8. Dreams play a large role in the lives of the different characters. What is Darby’s dream? 

Keaton? Peyton? Rainey? Jack? Yours? 

9. Darby gives a scientific explanation for the late summer’s monarch’s migration. What 

does Rainey prefer to think? Which character do you see as a symbol of the late summer 

monarch? 

10. How does the Preacher’s sermon change and why? 

11. What is your favorite quote and why? 

 

    

Teacher’s Guide for Late Summer Monarch 

1. Who are the central characters? 

2. What is the inciting incident? 

3. Think about the setting throughout the book. How does setting play a part in the events? 

4. List several conflicts faced by Darby. Which ones are internal? External? Explain. 

5. How is the late summer monarch an extended metaphor throughout the novel? 

6. Diagram the parts of the story. (Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, 

Resolution) 

7. Draw a character arch for both Darby and Keaton. Label the changes each undergoes in 

the story. 

8. What themes emerge in Late Summer Monarch? 


