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Discussion Questions for Tandem 

1. Describe Zeke’s feelings when his bike got stolen. 

2. What is the tension between Zeke and Cowboy? Between Zeke and the druggie? 

3. Where does Zeke like to disappear? Is there a special place where you escape when life throws you 

challenges? 

4. What is Zeke’s reaction to the letter he receives?  

5. What happened to Zeke’s brother? 

6. Why is education so important to Zeke’s mother? 

7. Zeke says that small town life sealed his reputation after his father went to prison. What does he mean? 

In your personal experience, have you seen this happen? 

8. Why do you think Zeke goes along with Raider’s scheme? 

9. Describe the scene when Zeke’s dad meets Cowboy. What are some of the emotions Zeke is feeling? 

10. Describe Zeke and his father’s first experience on the tandem. 

11. What does Hank regret? Is there something you regret? 

12. What are some of the challenges Zeke, his dad, and Chappy experience on the drive to Dillon Reservoir? 

13. What does Ian say is a gift? Why? 

14. What’s Chappy’s story? 

15. What advice does Kurt give Zeke and his dad? How does this advice apply to your life? 

16. Describe the emotions Zeke experiences when he gazes at the stars. How does his father react when 

Zeke punches him repeatedly? 

17. Why does Zeke run off? What dangers does he face? Why does the kid at the shelter call Zeke lucky? 

18. How does Zeke’s relationship change with his father?  

19. How does the tandem experience change for Zeke? Why? 

20. How does the tandem become an extended metaphor throughout the story? 

 

 

 

 

Teacher’s Guide for Tandem 

1. Who are the central characters? 

2. What is the inciting incident? 

3. Think about the setting throughout the book. How does setting play a part in the events? 

4. List several conflicts faced by Zeke. Which ones are internal? External? Explain. 

5. How is the tandem bicycle an extended metaphor throughout the novel? 

6. Diagram the parts of the story. (Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution) 

7. Draw a character arch for Zeke. Label the changes he undergoes in the story. 

8. What themes emerge in Tandem? 

 


